
Reappropriation to Alaska Railroad Corporation for
Positive Train Control

FY2016 Request:
Reference No:

$0
 61058

AP/AL: Appropriation Project Type: Life / Health / Safety
Category: Transportation Recipient:  Alaska Railroad Corporation
Location: Statewide House District: Statewide (HD 1-40)
Impact House District: Statewide (HD 1-40) Contact: Bill O'leary
Estimated Project Dates: 06/30/2016 - 06/30/2020 Contact Phone: (907)907-9077

Brief Summary and Statement of Need:
Positive Train Control was implemented by the federal government in an effort to maximize passenger
safety and reduce the risk of operator error onboard passenger rail lines. Computer systems are to be
installed in every locomotive to monitor speeds, particularly through work zones and main line
switches, and track other trains to prevent collisions and derailments. The computer system will
ensure the speed of the train is regulated within the safety regulations for a given section of track.
Funding: FY2016 FY2017 FY2018 FY2019 FY2020 FY2021 Total

1004 Gen
Fund

$0

Total: $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

 State Match Required   One-Time Project   Phased - new   Phased - underway   On-Going
0% = Minimum State Match % Required   Amendment   Mental Health Bill

Operating & Maintenance Costs: Amount Staff
Project Development: 0 0

Ongoing Operating: 0 0
One-Time Startup: 0

Totals: 0 0

Prior Funding History / Additional Information:
Sec1 Ch18 SLA2014 P3 L22 SB119 $15,000,000
Sec26 Ch16 SLA2013 P127 L5 SB18 $19,100,000

Without the installation of Positive Train Control by December, 2018, the Alaska Railroad Corporation
will be forced to cease passenger operations or risk fines.

Project Description/Justification:
This reappropriation will be used to match approximately $16.4 million of federal authority.  The
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) had excess funds from other entities and programs that
were redistributed to the Alaska Department of Transportation & Public Facilities (DOT&PF).
DOT&PF then directed FHWA to divert approximately $16.4 million of this redistribution to the Federal
Transit Administration (FTA) for the purpose of aiding the Alaska Railroad Corporation in their
implementation of Positive Train Control.

The unexpended and unobligated balance, not to exceed $1,600,000, of the appropriation made in
sec. 32(c), ch. 17, SLA 2012, page 182, lines 27 - 31 (Tanana River bridge access for military training
grounds and river training - $40,000,000) is reappropriated to the Alaska Railroad Corporation for
Positive Train Control Upgrades.
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