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$68,000

Approved

Agency:  Commerce, Community and Economic Development
Grants to Named Recipients (AS 37.05.316)
Grant Recipient:  KBRW Silakkuagvik Communications, Inc.

Project Title: Project Type: Equipment and Materials

KBRW Silakkuagvik Communications, Inc. - Radio Station
Equipment Upgrades

State Funding Requested: $68,000 House District: 40 / T
One-Time Need

Brief Project Description:
Funding will be used to perform system wide radio maintenance, replace outdated radio equipment and
the station vehicle. 

Funding Plan: 
Total Project Cost:  $68,000 
Funding Already Secured:  ($0)
FY2012 State Funding Request:  ($68,000)
Project Deficit:  $0 
Funding Details:

None

Detailed Project Description and Justification:
KBRW is located in Barrow and is the only radio station serving the entire North Slope Borough community, which includes
8 outlaying villages.  Local residents contribute heavily to the operations of the station through fund raisers; however, this is
not enough to maintain all of the equipment and fund the operations of the station.   In rural Alaska KBRW because of its
location has a very narrow line of site to the satellite that delivers network programming.  To maintain the satellite
connection, KBRW relies upon a remote downlink receiver located several miles away from the station.  Presently, several
components of the downlink and relay system need to be upgraded or replaced to insure the system is functional at all
times.   Additionally, the translator equipment used to broadcast to the outlaying communities hasn’t been inspected or
maintained by a qualified radio engineer in several years.  Currently, there are frequent broadcast interruptions reported by
the communities.  Inspecting and maintaining the equipment now will be less expensive then replacing the equipment later
when it fails.  To get to the equipment and satellites the radio station vehicle is used.  The vehicle is a 1993 Ford F-150
pick-up which has seen heavy use in extreme weather conditions.   Every year the station is spending an increasing amount
of money to keep the truck running.  At this point, it would make more sense to replace it with a newer vehicle.   

In rural Alaska, one of the primary duties of a radio station is to provide programming that address the health, safety, and
educational needs of the community.  KBRW is used by all of the local public safety and weather organizations to disperse
information regarding life, health, and safety issues.  Such information includes search and rescue operations, storm
information, travel conditions, and disease and rabies outbreaks.  The radio station is a vital tool to get essential information
to the hub and outlaying communities in the timeliest fashion.
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Project Timeline:
Money will be expended over the spring and summer. 

Entity Responsible for the Ongoing Operation and Maintenance of this Project:
KBRW-Silakkuagvik Communications, Inc.

Grant Recipient Contact Information:
Name: Mike Lane
Title: General Manager
Address: P.O. Box 109

Barrow, Alaska 99723
Phone Number: 852-6811
Email: www.kbrw.org

Has this project been through a public review process at the local level and is it a community priority? X Yes No
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