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Agency: Commerce, Community and Economic Development
Grants to Named Recipients (AS 37.05.316)
Grant Recipient: Retirement Community of Fairbanks Federal Tax ID: 20-1253962

Project Title: Project Type: New Construction and Land Acquisition

Retirement Community of Fairbanks - Raven Landing
Senior Community Center

State Funding Requested: $1,000,000 House District: Fairbanks Areawide (7-11)
One-Time Need

Brief Project Description:

The Raven Landing Community Center, to be built at the Raven Landing Senior Community, will serve
all of the interior community, especially seniors, providing hot meals, meeting and performance space,
wellness activities, and recreation.

Funding Plan:
Total Cost of Project: $2,300,000
Funding Secured Other Pending Requests Anticipated Future Need
Amount FY Amount FY Amount FY
Other Funds $300,000 10 $1,000,000 11
Total $300,000 $1,000,000

Explanation of Other Funds:
$300,000 has been pledged (mostly paid) to date.

Another $1 million will be raised locally, which the state is requested to match with a $1 million, one-time grant.

Detailed Project Description and Justification:

All seniors will be welcome at Raven Landing Community Center, a 7000 sq. ft. facility near Airport Way and Cowles Street,
in the heart of Fairbanks. They may enjoy the ongoing activities such as Wii games and exercising, hobby and craft groups,
computer instruction, book discussions, and volunteering for the community. They may have a hot lunch in the dining room.
Or they may just visit in the lounge, and maybe play cards or board games.

The current senior center is about 40 years old and has been far too small for many years. It cannot be enlarged, and they
have not been successful in obtaining a new building. However, it serves a limited clientele who will still need that facility.

The new Community Center at Raven Landing will serve four times as many seniors, as well as providing spaces for the
general public to hold performances, parties, presentations, and meetings. It will be much more convenient, being near the
center of town and on the bus line.

The estimated cost of construction will be $2.30 million. A local funding campaign has been begun, for which over $300,000
has been pledged (mostly paid) to date. Another $1 million will be raised locally, which the state is requested to match with
a $1 million, one-time grant.

Once the building is constructed, ongoing operations will be paid by the residents of Raven Landing, and other users of the
facility. The state is not being asked for annual support.

The senior population in Fairbanks increased 50% between 2000 and 2008. It is projected to rise even more rapidly in the

For use by Co-chair Staff Only:
Page 1

Contact Name: Jake

Contact Number: 465-2872 %%1 6 ‘Ogged

N)D‘ 6:15 PM 5/4/2010




Total Project Snapshot Report
FY 2011 Capital Budget TPS Report 54613v1

next 15 years, reaching almost 20,000 by 2030.
It is an economic advantage to the borough and the state, to make it possible for seniors to remain here, rather than retire
Outside where senior amenities are available.

Project Timeline:
|Construction to begin Spring of 2011 and completion in the Winter 2011-2012 |

Entity Responsible for the Ongoing Operation and Maintenance of this Project:
[ Retirement Community of Fairbanks |

Grant Recipient Contact Information:
Name: Karen Parr
Address: PO Box 73006
Fairbanks, AK 99707
Phone Number: (907)374-5016
Email: retirement@gci.net

Has this project been through a public review process at the local level and is it a community priority? Yes|:| No
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BUILDING TO KEEP SENIORS IN OUR COMMUNITY
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Raven Landing

LANDING Senior Community
(penronComnumity Fairbanks, Alaska

Our Mission:
Raven Landing: A dynamic residence and
community center for Fairbanks seniors where

diversity, security, healthy living, independence and
mutual assistance are core values.

There is an immediate and growing need in Fairbanks for homes for people as they age
that will offer independent living in a pleasant, sheltered, and sociable community, with
the availability of some assistance as needed (aging in place). Many older citizens want
to remain in Fairbanks near their families and friends, rather than move Outside, but it is
difficult to find the services they need in the Fairbanks Community.

Raven Landing will be a dynamic residence for Fairbanks seniors where diversity,
security, healthy living, independence and mutual assistance are core values.
Presently there are several apartment complexes in Fairbanks for low-income and
handicapped persons only. Those with moderate or higher retirement incomes who no
longer desire, or who are no longer able to maintain a house, often choose apartments
or condominiums. However, these offer no meals, personal services or social life.
Raven Landing will provide these things, and it will be available and affordable for
middle-income people.

The Retirement Community of Fairbanks, Inc., an Alaska non-profit corporation, plans to
build approximately 100 units, ranging in size from about 720 to 910 square feet. They
will be attractive, one- and two-bedroom units designed especially for the active but
aging senior. Each unit will include a private bath, kitchen and emergency call system.

in the Raven Landing Community Center, there will be a dining room offering three
meals a day, and common spaces for conversation, exercise, education, and recreation.
Professional management will also provide a wide variety of optional organized
activities. The Community Center will be designed to welcome community use,
especially as a venue for classes, meetings, and small group performances such as
recitals and singing groups. This will be a facility for the entire Fairbanks community.

Construction of Raven Landing will begin this spring, and the first apartment building will
be completed in October!

Retirement Community of Fairbanks, P.O. Box 73006 Fairbanks, AK. 99707
1949 Gillam Way Room 410

(907) 374-5016 retirement@gci.net  www.rcoff.org
The Retirement Community of Fairbanks is a2 501{¢)(3) corporation.  Tax id number is 20-1253%62.
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{Senior Community

Update — Raven Landing Senior Community
December 9, 2009

We are asking the state to include the Raven Landing Community Center on its capital budget
priority list this year. A one-time, $1 million matching grant in the state capital budget is being
requested to help build the Center, which will serve all Interior Alaska residents and visitors.

Raven Landing Senior Community will be the first non-profit retirement complex in Alaska, a
groundbreaking model for other parts of the state. The plans are based on dozens of
successful retirement homes in the other 49 states, then adapted to the Alaskan lifestyle.

The first two residential buildings of Raven Landing Senior Community are slated to be
completed by the end of 2010. One will be a 20-unit rental building, for which the
groundbreaking was celebrated in August; the other will be an 18-unit condominium building.
Both are expected to be full before completion, and two more buildings should be added the
following year.

Now is the time we need to build the Community Center. We believe we can raise $1 million
locally, and if the state will match that, we can construct the Center starting in 2010. Without the
Center, we will not have a senior community, we will have several buildings in which seniors
live. No state or federal grant programs exist for this kind of development. We must raise the
money ourselves.

The Center will be self-sustaining; no ongoing government support will be needed.

Our programs and services will not replace the existing Senior Center (North Star Council
on Aging), which will continue helping its clientele with Meals on Wheels and other subsidized
programs. The Fairbanks Senior Center is crammed to capacity. Raven Landing plans have
been made in full cooperation with the Senior Center management, who have endorsed our
Center. We have both agreed to work in tandem for the area’s seniors.

The Raven Landing Community Center is designed to serve all of the Interior community,
especially seniors:

« It will be open to the public weekdays and for many evening and weekend events.

s There will be scheduled and drop-in activities: games, art, crafts, music, book groups,
movies, continuing education, excursions, conversation.

¢« There will be wellness activities: exercise classes, health information, scheduled visits
by nurses, doctors, dentists. Meditation room for individual or group spiritual use.

« Nutritious hot lunches will be available at cost.
« Spaces may be booked for private events such as weddings or recitals.

We look forward to making Raven Landing Senior Community a reality.
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By: FNSE Assembly
Introduced: 11112/08
Amended: 11200
Adopted: T112/09

FAIRBANKS NORTH STAR BOROUGH
RESOLUTION NO. 2009-40

ARESOLUTION IDENTIFYING AND SUPPORTING LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES

is“fHEF%EAS, the Fai b.’: ks North Star Borough Assembly wdentifies and
ative priorities for 2010,

o Continued funding for Revenue Sharng

s Carison Activity Center (CAC) Phase 2 improvemenis

o FMATS funding

o  Water sewer and infrastructure for public facilites

s  Road Service Area funding

s Tanana Lakes Infrastructure

«  Human Services Community Matching Grant Increase

« Funding for a cost and design study for a natural gas distribution
system for the Fairbanks North Star Borough

« Life scsnces innovation and leaming facility

s Fairbanks Pipeline Training Center's Capital Request ,

¢« Matching Grant Request for Raven Landing Senior Communi ity
Center

e [Fairbanks Regional Dée@afcﬁ Center & Borough EGC T

o  Amend Alaska Statules to allow Emergency Mutual Aid

s South Davis Park Imig fm%seszéegwt

¢« Fairbanks North Star Borough Animal Shelier improvemenis

«  Tanana River Bridge Access for Military Training Grounds

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Fairbanks North Star

Borough Assembly supports these legisiative ¥’§§“§§} ities.
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panks Norih Star Borough, Alaska
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PASSED AND APPROVED THIS 12" DAY OF NOVEMBER 2009,

Pl i m—
N J
“Nadine Winters

Presiding Officer

ATTEST:

Mong Lisa Drexler, MM
Municipal Borough Clerk

Ayes: Brown, Beck, Blanchard Il Musick, Sattley, Stringer, Hopkins, Winters
Noes: Wilson

RESOLUTION NO, 200040
" |
&

Fairbanks Nonh Stor Borough, Aloska o
Page 2ot 2
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201 Southern Ave.
Farrhanks, AR 99704
dan, 192010

e Hon, Sean Parnad

Crovermnor, Staw ol Alaske

POy Pox THO00]

Junviau, AR G981 iy

Dear Governor Parmll

The Retirement Conmunity of Pairbanks. a noneprofit 3013 organization, has been

working for several vears o bring a Col ntinuing Care Retirement Community to Fairbanks, Wht

litde senior housing there i 10 this community is limited o low income housing. and does not
provide for any social o supportive services, nor meals or apportunitics lor interaction, 10 1s
well documented thar sendors who have active lifestyles. and spend tme with others live
healtiier, happier 1ves than those who live dlone.

Fam writing o ask for your support of state matching funds for the construction of the
Raven Landing Sentor Community Center. The center will serve all imrrinr semors, and act as o
clearinghouse for activitics and services . The Retirement Community of Fairbanks has already

secured a location in downiown Fairbanks. on the bus line, across fron two swimming pools and
the Bbrary, and walking distance v the bowling alles. Meals will be available at cost to residents

of Ruven Landing anc other serfors, and the kite hcu is designed sothat it could serve an assisted
living facility which vee hope will one day be built next door,

Although ther s b an existing semor center in Fairbanks, s stretehed beyond its
capacity. 15 in need of renovation, and has no room for expansion, With the senior population in
aska prowing at severad times the national rate, we will need the services of both facilities to
bevin to meet the nee s of our community.

According to he in;:;témte for Soctal and Economic Rescarch, income from Alaska's sentor

population is onc ot the state™s Turgest “industries.” Money brought to the state, and circulated
nere, trom retirement funds is a stable source of income. wid the value of senior volunteer hours
o loval organizations s inmeasurable. [ just makes good cconomic sense to do what we already
Know is the right thing 1y do in providing our seniors with o sate. sociul. and healthy center.

U “Izi“rsgjwaugf’iﬁ

Thank you {ur

Sirworely,

Panicin O Carlson
o bearen RBehivld, Alaska OMB
]

Phe o, Seott ko asabs

T ———
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Raven Landing Community Center

My wife and I are requesting your support for a capital grant for the development of the
Raven Landing Cornnmunity Center in Fairbanks, AK,

It will be the only C ommunity Center of this type in Alaska, The Community Center will
be used by the seniors of Fairbanks and the surrounding area. The Community Center will
enhance the quality of our senior citizens lives.

W are blessed to have this wonderful community and great state,  Much of this is due to
dedicated efforts of our senior citizens. We strongly support ereating this much needed
Community Center and feel It will be a great asset to our cominunity,

By providing this Commuuity Center we will show respect for our senior citizens for what
they have contributed and continue to do for our conimunity. The development of this
Community Center will demonstrate our Christian values In honoring our senior citizens,

Fur these reasons we respectfully request yoar support for a capital grant for the
development of the Commmunity Center in Fairbanks, Alaska. Thank you for making this a
renlity.

Pr. Stephen H. Sutley, Maree Barney-Suatiey
drsutlev @ alaskatucialsuroerv.eom
marecaataskane:

907.388-1606
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Board of Directors

Johint Hargesheiner

B Dresident

[avid Larmning
vice Fresident

Todd Hendarson
Treasurer

Maonte Jordan
Sacretary

Ben Roth
Brad Clark
Clarryl Lewis

Jin Carter

L Patty Mongold

pisd

Henorary Board
Tara Bellion
Garol Brice
Yalarle Demming

Cullen Wallace

The Carol H. Brice Family Center
“Sypporting Families in the Greater Fairbanks Area”

The Honorahle Sean Parnell
Governor, State of Alaska
PO Box 110001

Juneau, AK 99811-00001

1/11/10

Dear Governor Parnell,

Far writing to you on behalf of Raven’s Landing Community Center and The
Retirement Community of Alaska. An expanded Community Center in Fairbanks is long
overdue for our senior citizens, who have given sa much of their lives to build and
enhance our community. [t's time to pay them hack. We suffer when they move outside
because they can’t find the services and activities they so richly deserve.

ant asking you to grant their request of a one million dolfar matching grant to
build Tha Raven's Landing Community Center. Obviously, it’s a lot of money, but what
better thing to spend it on than the people who have dedicated their lives to making
Alaska a better place for all of us. And basides, not only would the state be effectively
doubling its money, | am convinced that the savings in services that would result would
more than offset the expenditure. Please give this proposal every consideration. | thank

you for vour time. 7

¢ ( ’ Y

Karl Greer, Administrative Director
The Caral H. Brice Family Center

Co Karen Rebfeld, Director, Office of Managemont and Budget
The Hon, Seott Kawasakl, Alaska State Logislature

1-695 0 Fax (B071 4514540



February 10, 2010

The Honorable Governor Sean Parnell
State of Alaska

PO Box 110001

Juneau, AK 99811-0001

Dear Governor Parnell

The Northern Chapter of the Retired Public Employees Association (RPEA) is asking for your
support for the construction of the Raven Landing Community Center in Fairbanks. It is our
understanding that the Retirement Community of Fairbanks (RCF) is requesting a challenge
grant from the State to match up to $1 million in local contributions to build the greatly needed
Community Center for seniors.

By the end of 2010 two Raven’s Landing residential buildings will be completed. To complete
the Raven Landing complex a senior center is needed. This senior center will be open to all
seniors from Interior Alaska. The existing Fairbanks senior center is too small and cannot be
expanded. Currently Fairbanks senior services are spread throughout Fairbanks making it very
difficult for senior to access.

As you may be aware, Alaska has one of the fastest growing populations of seniors in the
country. RPEA feels that it is economically beneficial to the State and Fairbanks to keep retirees

here and involved in the local community.

Your support for this worthwhile project would be most appreciated.

Sincerely,
N A YA
Charles H. Gallagher /Chair

Northern Region of the Retired Public Employees of Alaska
Copies to:

Karen Rehfeld, Director
Office of Management and Budget
State of Alaska
PO Box 110020
Juneau, AK 998110020

The Honorable Scott Kawasaki
Alaska State Legislature

State Capital

Juneau, AK 99801
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February 160 2010

The 1ionorable Governon Sean Pamet!
State of Alaska

PO Box 110001

Juneau. AK 998110001

Dear Governor Pamnall

The Northern Chapter of the Retired Publc Fimployees Association (RPHA) is asking for vour
support for the construction of the Raven | anding Community Center in Fairbanks. It 1s our
understanding that the Retirement Community of Fairbanks (RCF) 15 requesting a challenge
grant from the State 1o match up to $1 million in local contributions 1o build the greatly needed
Community Center oy sentor

BBy the end of 2010 tvo Raven’s Landing residennal hmkdmga will be completed. To complete
the Raven Landing complex a seror center is needed. This sentor center will be open to ali
seniors from Interior Aluska The existing Fairbanks senior center 1s 100 small and cannot he
expanded. Currently Fairbanks senior services are spread throughout Fayebanks making it very
difficult for sentor o access

As you may be aware, Alaska has one of the fastest growing popu lations of seniors in the
country. RPEA feels that 1t is cconomically beneficial to the State and Fairbanks to keep retirees
here and mvolved i the focal mmmumt},

Yaur support for this worthwhile project would be most appreciated
Simcerely

Charles H u&ifg;k{:%’ Chair
Northern Region of the Retired Public Pmployees of Alaska

Copies to.

Karen Rehfeld, Director Office of Management and Budget
The Honorable Scot Kawasaks

‘arrhanks

Retirement Communiiy of |
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‘The Honorable Sean Parnell February 17, 2010
Governor, State of Alasks

P.O. Box 110001

Juneau, AK 99811-0001

Dear Governor Pamcll:

Congratulations upon your appointment to the posinon of Governor of the State of
Alaska. As University Pastor at Pacific Lutheran University (1977-1986) while you were
a student, | am very proud that you, a PLU alumnus, are serving with distinction as the
12" governor of the great state of Alaska,

f am writing as 4 Consultant in Philanthropy working with the Retirement Community of
Jfajrbanks (RCE), in support of the Raven Landing Community Center. RCF is
requesting a $1,000,000 challenge grant from the State of Alaska to match local
contributions to build the Raven Landing Community Center, to serve all seniors in
Fairbanks and the North Star borough.

The Raven Landing Community Center building, located adjacent to the Retirement
Community condominium and apartment complex, will be a 7000 sq. ft. facility to meet
the physical, social. nutritional, health, and reercational needs of all area seniors.

Working with my Fairbanks consulting partner in charitable giving, Bob Howard, we
conducted an extensive feasibility study among Fairbanks seniors. We learned that there
is an urgent need for both quality senior housing and a senior Community Center. Our
study revealed that there is a desire among area seniors (o remain in Alaska in retirement,
rather than to move outside permanently.

The combination of housing and a community gathering place will help sustain quality of
life in the senior years, and keep these honored citizens close to children, grandchildren,
[ricnds. and the community they have served and loved.

The Benefits 1o the Fairbanks area:

e  Maintains & talented corps of senior community volunteers

s Keceps retired senior financial asscts and spending in Fairbanks and Alaska
+  FEnhances civic art, culture, recreation, and social life in Fairbanks

¢ Retains multi-gencrational families in Alaska

®

Provides a vathoring place for senior physical, nutritional, and health-care needs
E g1 ¥
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The Honorable Scen Parmel! February 17, 2010

Early fundraising 2fforts have resulted in nearly $300,000 in pledges und contributions.
With the State of Alaska’s incentive grant of $1,000,000, we are confident that RCF will
raise the additional $700,000 from community support to build the $2.000,000
Community Center.

I encourage your support of the Alaska state grant. It will enhance the quality of life in
the community of Fairbanks and keep retired seniors in the state.

Sincerely,

Ron Tellefson
Howard-Tellefson Consulting

cer Karen Parr, President
Retirement Community of Fairbanks
P.0O. Box 730006
Fairbanks. AK 99707

HBob Howard E-Mail: howardpaichZacsalaska net Cell Phone: (907) 460-2605

Rom Tellefson E-Mall nelietsor

32252265

Lo

Coll Phone: (25
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January 27, 2010

The Hon. Sean Parnell
Governor, State of Alaska
PO Box 110001

Juneau, Alaska 99811-0001

Dear Governor Parnell:

| have just learned through Pete Kelly that you have a meeting scheduled with us in
about a month, when you expect to be in Fairbanks. This is timely, as we are now
working on the Community Center portion of the Raven Landing senior complex, and
we are asking tre State for a $1 miliion matching grant.

We hope to show you the economic as well as the social benefits of this complex,
and how this concept for aging can save the State money and boost the economy.
As our "golden years" have grown much longer (and heslthier), our society has
changed its concept of how to spend the last 15 - 30% of our lives. Raven Landing
will help us use our remaining years productively while staying close to our lifelong
friends and fam ly.

An essential element for completion of Raven Landing is the Community Center,
designed to serve the entire local population, but especially the seniors of Fairbanks.
With our partners, we have already found funding for the site and the residential
buildings.

I am enclosing a resolution passed by the Fairbanks City Council last Monday,
endorsing the Flaven Landing Community Center and asking for this help. The
Fairbanks North Star Borough Assembly has included the Community Center on its
capltal priority I'st.

Thank you for being willing 1o talk with us. We look forward to it.

Sincerely,

Karen Parr

Board Chairmen

¢ Karen Rehfald, Scott Kawasaki

- 13
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The Hon. Scott Kawasaki Feb. 6, 2010
Alaska State Legislature

State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Rep. Kawasaki,

I would like to express my support and request yours for the retirement community that is
being built in Fairbanks.

The Raven Landing Community Center is being built as a residential community and
social center for the seniors of the area and other citizens as well. There are two buildings being
constructed this year and hopefully, two more will be added next year. These buildings will offer
a decent place for the seniors to live but with your help, there can also be a community center
added to this project for a gathering place for the occupants to share the history and personal
success and sacrifices that were made by each of them to build this city and surrounding
neighborhoods.

Local contributions that have been made are many and I, like many others, request that
the State would provide for a matching grant of up to one million dollars to match the funds in
the effort to complete this community center.

I have lived in Alaska for over sixty two vears and have seen many changes and been a
part of several of them. I look forward to becoming a resident of the Raven Landing community
and spending many more years here in Fairbanks.

The operational expenses of the community center will be born by the seniors who use the
center so this request for a grant is a one time request to help with the construction costs.

The opportunity for you to help this community to provide a place for it’s seniors to share
their wisdom and patience and the traditions that our new faster paced society seems to rush past
is a challenge I put to you to step up and do your part as we all did for so many years.

This project is a path to a new statewide solution to providing for the growing senior
population and has been shown in several other states to be successful and save money over the
costs for subsidized housing, medical care and other needs,

Your consideration in this request will be greatly appreciated not only by me, but by all
those who shall benefit from this project and it’s occupants,

Please distribute this letter with others of our interior legislators.

Thank vou,

74 r G £
Utnen ¢, -
Vern McConnell
474 Slater Drive
Fbks. AK, 99701
456-6045

~



HOSPICE OF THE TANANA VALLEY

February 2, 2010

The Hon. Sean Parnell
Governor, State of Alaska
PO BOX 110001

Juneau, AK 99811-0001

Dear Governor Parnell,

I am writing to voice my support of the Raven Landing Community Center. As you know, the
senior population is the largest growing segment of Interior Alaska’s population, and we must
address senior health and social needs so that our parents and grandparents (and our friends!) stay
here in Alaska.

Our elders were once the pioneers who helped create this state and they deserve our respect and
support. Furthermore, many seniors donate their time and energy volunteeting for nonprofit
organizations like Hospice of the Tanana Valley. Of our 60 hospice volunteers, most are seniors,
and what an amazing group of people they are! It is because of getting to know the volunteers at a
training program here in Fairbanks that I was drawn into hospice work.

I think it is important from an economic point of view to keep our senior population here, but I
think it is even more important from a cultural point of view. We have much to learn from the
wisdom of our elders. Investing in Raven Landing is a cost effective way to keep our community
healthy, wealthy, and wise!

Thank you very much,

Mary }Ogﬁg’gﬁ

Fxecutive Director

A United Way Member Agency providing support for the terminally ill and their families



Feb. 3,2010

The Honorable Sean Parnell
Governor, State of Alaska
PO Box 110001

Juneau AK 99811-0001

Dear Governor Parnell:
We are writing to request a State challenge grant for the Retirement Community

of Fairbanks, to build the Community Center of our Raven Landing complex. Raven
Landing will be a residential community for senior citizens. The emphasis is on
“community.” Unlike other places where middle-income seniors live in Fairbanks, Raven
Landing will offer meals and activities.

The community center will house the restaurant and activity center of the complex.
We plan to open this to all senior citizens in Fairbanks, as well as to others in the area,
possibly on a rental basis. We see it as augmenting our current Senior Center, which
serves only a small fraction of the senior population, is too small and cannot be enlarged.

We are requesting state aid only for the building of the Community Center. Once
it is built, it will be supported by the residents of Raven Landing, who will live in its
condominiums and apartments, and others who use the Center. We plan three condo and
two apartment buildings. Construction of the first apartment building will start this
summer, with the first condo building hopefully to begin soon after.

So far we have raised over $250,000 for the Community Center and hope to meet
our goal of $1 million once we start our active fund-raising campaign. Thus we are
requesting a matching grant of up to $1 million.

Raven Landing will be unique in Fairbanks and, we believe, in the rest of the state.
Most of the other senior apartments in Fairbanks are restricted to low-income citizens.
We plan to pay our own way, with rents and purchase prices slightly above market rates
to fund the additional services required. Similar complexes are not uncommon in the
Lower 48, especially the Middle West, where many of us have our roots. They enabled
our parents to continue their participation in community activities in their later years,
after they could no longer maintain their own homes or manage their transportation from
outlying areas. We’d like to have the same opportunities.

Thank you for your consideration of our request.

Sincerely,

Daniel and Ann Swift
3181 Anella Ave
Fairbanks AK 99709

Cc: Karen Rehfeld, director, Office of Management and Budget
Members of Interior Legislative delegation



25 January 2010

The Hon. Sean Pamel
Govemnor, State of Alaska
Juneau, AK 99811-0001

Dear Governor Parmell,

I am writing to ask you to support the request from Retirement Community of Fairbanks
for a challenge grant to match up to $1 million of local contributions for the construction
of the Raven Landing Community Center in Fairbanks. | hope that you will make sure
this is in your budget.

I have lived in Fairbanks for 51 years and have established many ties here. Since
retiring from United Way of the Tanana Valley | have kept very busy as a volunteer for
many local organizations. | have always loved living here.

Raven Landing is a very exciting project. The first of its kind in the state, it will be an
exampie of how to offer our seniors a place to live amongst friends with the level of
support that will allow them to be independent longer and receive additional services as
they need them. The Community Center, for which this request is necessary, will offer
all seniors in the area a place to congregate and enjoy educational and cultural
experiences as well as meals and aclivities with their peers.

Once the complex is built it will be self-supporting and will hopefully save the state
money otherwise needed for subsidized medical care and other services. Those that
seniors might need if they grow old in their own home to the point where they are
unable to care for themselves without the services that Raven Landing will have onsite.

| appreciate your consideration of this request as it is very important that it be in the
budget this session.

Sincerely,

i

[y At Nickko

Mary Ann Nickles
215 Dunbar Avenue
Fairbanks, AK 89701

co: Ms. Karen Rehfeld
Rep. ?j@mﬁki =




The Hon. Scott Kawasaki
Alaska State Legislature
State of Alaska

Juneau AK 99801

Dear Scott:

[ am Cynthia Smith-Jeffries. I live in Salcha AK, approximately 40 miles from Fairbanks. I
have been supporting the RCF (Retirement Community of Fairbanks) for years , so I see the
increasingly greater need of a larger Community Center. More and more supporters have joined
us, and more will as we age. This means that in the future , the small Fairbanks Senior Center

building now , will not be able to handle this growing amount of seniors.

My forty mile one way trip to Fairbanks is already a relatively inconvenience for me, not to
mention cost of fuel, and I see nothing in the future that this will improve. Also, as [ age I'm
sure my driving abilities are going to decrease.

A community center will allow seniors for more socializing, which surveys show people live
longer being around other people. There would be some one close by in case of falls and

accidents. This center will also provide nutritious and healthy meals, since most seniors at a
certain age, have to cook for one person. There will be no need of a vehicle, if this actually
happens.

After establishing the Seniors complex , building Raven Landing Community Center is an
important next step. More and more supporters have joined us and Seniors deserve a place to live

comfortably and safely. After all, THEY were the builders of our state’s economy.

Thank you.
Sincerely,
Cynthia Smith-Jeffries

6365 River Running Rd
Salcha AK 99714



3036 Riverview Dr.
Fairbanks, AK 99709
February 2, 2010

Governor Sean Parnell
PO Box 110001
Juneau, AK99811-0001

Governor Parnell:

I am requesting your budgetary support for the proposed Fairbanks “Raven Landing
Community Center” to be matched by private funds. As a newly retired University
employee, I wish to remain in Alaska rather than moving outside to have access to
retirement communities with a continuum of senior services. Being neither “poor”
nor “wealthy”, those of us with middle incomes have little local housing designed
appropriately for older folks. Although our numbers are increasing, the high costs
of developing and maintaining facilities have yet to attract private developers who
could accommodate us. “Raven Landing” is an attempt to bridge that gap through a
diverse combination of private/public funding, potentially providing a model useful

for other Alaskan communities.

With two “Raven Landing” residential buildings to be soon completed, the
“Community Center” would provide services not just for the residents, but all area
seniors who are currently underserved. While the meal services would ensure
proper nutrition for the residents who might not otherwise have such, the facilities
would provide activities and services also available to others. Social services
available to the residents through the “Community Center” will lessen the demand
for state subsidized housing, medical care, etc. The on-going expenses of the
“Community Center” will be paid through the “Raven Landing” residents’ monthly
fees.

The many years of volunteer work on this project is evidence of how difficult it is to
acquire middle-income senior housing in Alaska. Fortunately, the vision of Karen
Parr and her board of directors illustrates the dedication and determination of many
Alaskans who wish to stay here, and continue contributing to our local economic
and social communities. We volunteer, we contribute, we wish to stay. Pease help
us to do so!

Thank you,
I é’w K ]“““;‘&
Ronald K Inouye
cc: K. Rehfeld; %@p%égée%egaﬁﬁﬁ
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3036 Riverview Dr.
Fairbanks, AK 99709
February 2, 2010

Governor Sean Parnell

PO Box 110001

Juneau, AK 99811-0001

Governor Parnell:

| am requesting your budgetary support for the proposed I‘-‘airbank§ "RaVEI:I Lan‘ding
Community Center” to be matched by private funds. Asa newly retired University
employee, | wish to remain in Alaska rather than moving outside to have access to
retirement communities with a continuum of senior services. Being neither “poor”
nor “wealthy”, those of us with middle incomes have little local housing designed
appropriately for older folks. Although our numbers are increasing, the high costs
of developing and maintaining facilities have yet to attract private developers who
could accommodate us. “Raven Landing” is an attempt to bridge that gap through a
diverse combination of private/public funding, potentially providing a model useful
for other Alaskan communities.

with two “Raven Landing” residential buildings to be soon completed, the
"Community Center” would provide services not just for the residents, but all area
seniors who are currently underserved. While the meal services would ensure
proper nutrition for the residents who might not otherwise have such, the facilities
would provide activities and services also available to others. Social services
available to the residents through the “Community Center” will lessen the demand
for state subsidized housing, medical care, etc. The on-going expenses of the
“Community Center” will be paid through the “Raven Landing” residents’ monthly
fees.

The many years of volunteer work on this project is evidence of how difficult it is to
acquire middlie-income senior housing in Alaska. Fortunately, the vision of Karen
Parr and her board of directors illustrates the dedication and determination of many
Alaskans who wish to stay here, and continue contributing to our local economic
and social communities. We volunteer, we contribute, we wish to stay. Pease help
us to do so!

Thank you,
Hopald K. Inouye

ce: Ko Rehtetd; Interior delegation
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Fhe Fon, Sean Vamned ( }
Covernot, State of Alaska o
PO BON 110001
Tuneau, Al D98O 11
Diear Governot Parn il
I am wnting 1o volce my support of the Raven Landing Commumty Center. As you know, the
seniot populapon 1s the lnrgrest grow ing segment of Interior Alaska’s population, and we must

» X ;s
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address serior heatth and social necds so thar our parents and grandparents (and our friends!) stay
here in Alaska

Crar elders were ones the pronecrs who helped create this srate and they deserve our respeet and
support. Furthermore, many senjors dogate their time and encryy voluntecring for nonprot
mrgmﬁzati(ms like TTospice of the Tanana Valley, Of our 60 hospice volutiteers, most are SENIOTS,
and what an amazing group of people they arel It is because of gettdng to know the voluateers at
AN Program here in Fatrbanks that [was drawn into hospiee work.

I thissk it is important From an economic potnt of view 1o keep our senior population here, har |
think 1t 5 even mote iImportant from a cultural pomnt of view, We have much to leam from the
wisdom of our clders. Investng in Raven Landing is a cost cffecrive way to keep our community
healthy, wealthy, ard wise!

Thank vou verv murh,

O

Mary Jhmeén

Frecutive Director

A United Way Member Agency providing support for the terminatly ill and their families
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Retiroment Community

From:  Cynthis Jeffries {nrutusgua@hotmaiiacom‘g
Sent: Sunday, January 24, 2010 6:37 PM

To: Karen Parr

Subject: From Cynthia Srith-Jeffries

Just call me Cindy, PLEASE . 1 mailed a personal letter to the Governor's office and copies of itto
Rep Scott Kawasaki and to the Director of Management/Budget, Karen Rehfeld. Below is your
copy. L hope to see you Thursday at the meeting. I'm assuming there is one 7 4 pm ?

The Hon. Sean Parnell

Governor, State of Alaska

PO Box 110001

Juneau AK 99811-0001

Dear Governor Parnell:

[ am Cynthia Smith-Jeffries. I live in Salcha AK, approximately 40 miles from Fairbanks. 1

have been supporting the RCF (Retirement Community of Fairbanks) for years , 50 1 see the
increasingly greater need of a larger Community Center. More and more supporters have joined
us, and mare will as we age. This means that in the future , the small Fairbanks Senior Center
building now , will not be able to handle this growing amount of senlors.

My forty mile one way trip to Fairbanks is already a relatively inconvenience for me, not to
mention cost of fuel, and I see nothing In the future that this will improve. Also, as I age 1'm sure
my driving abilities are going to decrease.

A community center will allow seniors for more socializing, which surveys show people live

longer being around other people. There would be some one close by in case of falls and accidents.
This center will also previde nutritious and healthy meals, since most seniors at a certain age, have
to cook for one persan. There will be no need of a vehicle, if this actualy happens.

After establishing the Seniors complex , building Raven Landing Community Center is an important
next step. More and more supporters have joined us and Seniors deserve a place to live
comfortably and safely. After all, THEY were the buliders of our state’s economy.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Cynihia Smith-Jeffries

Your E-mail and More On-the-Go. Get Windows Live Hotmatl Free. Sign up now,

[oder il
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The Honorable Sean Parncel]
Ciovernor, State of Alaska
PO Box THOUUI

Juneau AK 99811 0001

Dear Governor Parnell:

We are wrting Lo request a State challenge grant for the Retirgment Community
of Fairbarks. 1o build the Community Center of our Raven Landing complex. Raven
Landing will be u residential community for senior citizens, The emphasis is on
community.” Unlike other places where middle-income seniors live i Fairbanks, Raven

. fanding will offer meals and activities,
The community center will house the restaurant and activity center of the complex.
We plan to open tais to all senior citizens in Fairbanks, as well as to others in the area,
possibly on a rental busis, We see it as augmenting our current Senior Center, which
serves only a small fraction of the senior population, is 100 small and cannot be enlarged.

We are requesting state aid only for the building of the Community Center, Once
i is built, it will be supported by the residents of Raven Landing, who will Hive in s
condominiums acd aparuments, and others who use the Center. We plan three condo and
two apartment buildings. Construction ol the first apartment building will start this
summer, with the [irst condo building hopefully to hegin soon after.

So fiar we have rased over $250.000 for the Community Center and hope to meet
our goal of $1 million once we start our active fund-raising campaign. Thus we are
requesting a matehing grant of up to §1 million.

Raven Larding will be unique in Fairbanks and. we believe, in the rest of the state.
Most of the other senior apartments in Fairhanks are restricted o low-income citizens.
We plan o pay our own way, with rents and purchase prices slightly above market rates
(o fund the additisnal services required. Similar complexes are not uncommon in the
Lower 48, cspecially the Middle West, where many of us have our roots. They enabled
our parents 1o continue their participation in community activities i their later years,
after they could no fonger muamntain their own homes or manage their transportation from
nutlving areas, We'd like to have the same opportunilics.

Thank you for vour consideration of our request.

p

Sinceraly.

Daniel and Ann Swift
181 Anella Ave
cw AR UYTOY

o Karen Rehfeld, Director, Office of Mana
Members of fnterior Fegislative delegation

gement and Budget
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The Retiremnent Community of Fairbanks I'eh. 6, 2010

10 Box 73006
Fairbanks, AK 99707

Dear Community members,

I would like to express my support and request yours for the retirement community that is
being built in Fairbanks,

The Raven Landing Community Center is being built as a residential community and
social center for the seniors of the arca and other citizens as well. There are two buildings being
constructed this vear and hopefully. two more will be added next year, These buildings will offer
a decent place for the seniors to live but with your help, there can also be a community center
added 1o this project for a gathering place for the occupants o share the history and personal
success and sacrifices that were made by cach of them to build this city and surrounding
neighborhoods.

Local contributions that have been made are many and [, like many others, request that
the State would prov:de for a matching grant of up to one million dollars 10 match the funds in
the effort to complete this community center.

[ have lived in Alaska for over sixty two ycars and have scen many changes and been a
part of several of them. | ook forward to becoming a resident of the Raven Landing community
and spending many more years here in Fairbunks,

The operational expenses of the community center will be born by the scniors who use the
center so this request for a grant is a one time request to help with the construction costs.

The opportunity [or you to help this community to provide a place for it’s seniors (o share
their wisdom and patience and the traditions that our new faster paced society seems (o rush past
is & challenge 1 put 10 you to step up and do your part as we all did for so many years.

This project iy a paih to a new statewide solution to providing for the growing senior
population and has been shown in several other states (o be successtul and save money over the
costs tor subsidized housing, medical care and other needs.

Your consideration in this request will be greatly appreciated not only by me, but by all
those who shall bene it from this project and it's occupants.

Please distribute this letter with others of our interior legislators.

o o (04 Fhank you,

DowasC e api i ‘XZJ
L7 AT 2 I
Bal b KAl ss B Ve & VIE Lowrd
Yern MeConnell
474 Slater Drive
Fhke, AK. 09701
456-6045

—
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introduced by: Council Member Roberts
Date: January 25, 2010

RESOLUTION No. 4397

A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF RAVEN LANDING COMMUNITY
CENTER

WHEREAS  the number of seniors in the Fairbanks area is growing very rapidly, and

WHEREAS, many seniors need a place for social activity and nutrition for their
physical and mental health, and

WHEREAS, the lack of amenities for seniors in Fairbanks has caused many Seniors
to move out of state - seniors who would rather have remalned here near family and
friends, and

WHEREAS, economic research has shown that when retired seniors remain in
Fairbanks, they contrbute substantially to economic wealth of the arca, and

WHEREAS, the proposed Raven Landing Community Center is designed to serve all
the seniors of the area. whether or not they reside at Raven Landing, and

WHEREAS, fundraising for $2 million to build the Raven Landing Community Center
is underway, with $260,000 in pledges made so far, and

WHEREAS, the State of Alaska is being asked for a $1 million matching grant to join
with §1 million raised locally, and

- WHEREAS, the operations of the Raven Landing Community Center will be paid by
those who use it and not from public funds,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Fairbanks City Council endorses the
construction of the Raven Landing Community Center and requests the Governor and the
Legislature of the State of Alaska place a matching grant for $1 milion in the capital budget
for 2010-2011.

PASSED AND APPROVED this 25th day of January 25, 2010,

TERRY M. STRLE, MAYOR

ATTEST: APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Janey Hovenden, CMC, City Clerk Paul J. Ewors, City Attorney

- 14



