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$300,000
Approved

Agency:  Commerce, Community and Economic Development
Grants to Municipalities (AS 37.05.315)
Grant Recipient:  Saint Mary's

Project Title: Project Type: Equipment and Materials

Saint Mary's - Rock Crusher/Screening Plant

State Funding Requested: $300,000 House District: 39 / T
One-Time Need

Brief Project Description:
There is a need to replace existing gravel crusher which is over fifty years old and expensive to
maintain and operate.

Funding Plan: 
Total Cost of Project:  $420,000

Funding Secured Other Pending Requests Anticipated Future Need

Amount FY Amount FY Amount FY

Local Funds $20,000

Total $20,000

Detailed Project Description and Justification:
Historically, gravel production and transport has been an important revenue source and job provider for the City of Saint
Mary's.  This government run enterprise supplements the city's 3% sales tax and utility collections.  The City of Saint Mary's
has the equipment to mine and move gravel, but the weak link in the operation is a fully operational and reliable crusher and
screening unit to process gravel to meet specific needs.  The present crusher is a 1956 Cedar Rapids Cone Crusher with
some of the parts of the conveyor and screening system dating back to the 1940's.  The City of Saint Mary's has held this
aging system together by doing wide ranging searches for parts, fabricating parts (including mandatory safety screens and
other vital components), and spending tens of thousands of dollars in labor and parts to keep this vital equipment
operational.  

The costs of crusher units can vary widely, particularly if one considers used equipment.  A major cost will be transportation
to Saint Mary's.  It would be beneficial to find a machine within the State of Alaska.  The amount requested is based on the
cost of a used 2002 Eagle 1400 that may be available from Brice Construction in Fairbanks.  

The City gravel operation provides about ten good paying seasonal jobs for local residents, provides revenue to help keep
utility charges and taxes down, and provides a means for the first class City of Saint Mary's to meet increasing school
support requirements.  The gravel operation has been an economic lifesaver for many families during the extended period of
poor salmon returns on the Yukon River. 

The City continues to explore other funding programs which may include both grants and loans.  The Community
Development Block Grant does not fund equipment purchases and other programs require guarantees of business that the
City has been unable to nail down.  Having a reliable source of gravel near construction projects in the Lower Yukon River
will reduce construction costs and save energy in the transportation of gravel.
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Project Timeline:
As soon as funds are available the City will assess the market and either go out to bid for a crusher or buy the best available
unit.

Entity Responsible for the Ongoing Operation and Maintenance of this Project:
City of Saint Mary's

Grant Recipient Contact Information:
Name: Doug Griffin
Address: PO Box 209

Saint Mary's, AK 99658
Phone Number: 438-2515
Email: cityksm@gci.net

Has this project been through a public review process at the local level and is it a community priority? X Yes No
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