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$150,000

Approved

Agency:  Department of Transportation and Public Facilities

Project Title: Project Type: Planning and Research

Chena Small Tracts Road Multi-Use Path Design and
Planning

State Funding Requested: $250,000 House District: 8 / D
Future Funding May Be Requested

Brief Project Description:
Planning and design funds would be utilized to design, procure right of way and fund utilities relocation
for construction of a multi-use pedestrian path along the side of Chena Small Tracts Road.

Funding Plan: 
Total Cost of Project:  $2,670,000

Funding Secured Other Pending Requests Anticipated Future Need

Amount FY Amount FY Amount FY

Federal Funds $1,000,000 2012

State Funds $1,420,000 2014

Total $2,420,000

Detailed Project Description and Justification:
The proposed multi-use trail runs alongside Chena Small Tracts Road, a busy residential thoroughfare that runs from a main
traffic artery to a popular borough maintained park on the Chena River.  

The road currently has no shoulder or sidewalk and the current speed limit is 40 miles per hour.  The construction of a
multi-use path would allow non-automotive traffic to travel safely along the road without having to be immediately adjacent
to car and other vehicle traffic.

Chena Small Tracts Road used to be a side road with few homes. At that time, its
lack of shoulders was not a problem. However, over the years the area served by the road has grown tremendously. It now
serves a large residential population, as well as an elementary school.  The road is located within the Wood River
Elementary School Zone, and many families along Chena Small Tracts send their children to the school.  Due to the close
proximity to the school, there is no bus service for the children living along Chena Small Tracts.  These children must walk
to and from school  on the main lanes of the road, often during periods of total darkness during the winter months.  The
road's low elevation and proximity to the Chena River results in a higher than average occurrence of ice fog, which can
further reduce visibility.  During the winter months, the road surface area is further decreased as snow removal builds an
edge on either side reducing lane space.

In addition to providing a safe route to the Wood River Elementary School, the proposed path would also provide a
recreational and educational link for the community to the existing Kiwanis River Park, Chena River and the local trail
system.  This road is currently used by many user groups including but not limited to: the elementary school, bikers,
walkers, runners, skiers, horseback riders, and boating enthusiasts.
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Project Timeline:
Planning FY2012-2014
Construction (pending appropriation):FY2015-2016

Entity Responsible for the Ongoing Operation and Maintenance of this Project:
Department of Transportation and Public Facilities Northern Region

Grant Recipient Contact Information:
Name: Steve Titus
Address: 2301 Peger Rd

Fairbanks, AK 99709
Phone Number: (907)451-2210
Email: steve.titus@alaska.gov

Has this project been through a public review process at the local level and is it a community priority? X Yes No
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