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Agency:  Commerce, Community and Economic Development
Grants to Municipalities (AS 37.05.315)
Grant Recipient:  Anchorage

Project Title: 

Anchorage - Master Planning For West High School and
Romig Middle School Campus Renovation

State Funding Requested: $ 900,000 House District: Anchorage Areawide (17-32)
One-Time Need

Brief Project Description:
Funds would allow for planning to renovate the West/Romig campus in Anchorage into a public
campus/community center that serves all of Anchorage.  The West/Romig project could also serve as a
model for future state school projects. 

Funding Plan: 
Total Cost of Project:  $900,000

Funding Secured Other Pending Requests Anticipated Future Need

Amount FY Amount FY Amount FY

There is no other funding needed

Detailed Project Description and Justification:
This education priority project is supported by the Anchorage School District, the Municipality of Anchorage, and several
area community councils and PTAs - please see the attached resolutions and letter of support. 

The "campus as a center of community" model is an innovative concept being used across the nation that incorporates
community, universities and business parters into public school campuses.  

The project is best described by Fanning Howey, national consultants hired for pre-planning of the project. 
"The West/Romig campus location and diversity of student bodies provide an excellent oppotunity to modernize the campus
as a center of community.  The campus is centrally located.  It is also adjacent to an area of recent economic and cultural
revitalization.  Further, the academic and cultural diversity within the schools is a perfect match for educational opportunities
that are available with public private partnering...Most importantly there is a desire within the community to participate in a
partnership with the schools.  Brought to fruition, the West/Romig campus will be a dynamic place serving as the source of
recreation and life long learning for the entire community.  It will also serve as a model for Alaska and the nation of how
public/private partnerships can be leveraged to improve education and community opportunities in the 21st century."

Project Timeline:
If funds are granted, the planning process would begin in 2008.
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Entity Responsible for the Ongoing Operation and Maintenance of this Project:
Anchorage School District

Grant Recipient Contact Information:
Contact Name:  Carol Comeau
Phone Number:  907-348-5425
Address:  5530 E Northern Lights, Anchorage AK 99504
Email:  Comeau_Carol@asdk12.org

Has this project been through a public review process at the local level and is it a community priority? X Yes No
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Resolution in Support of Appropriating Funds to Redesign  

the West High/Romig Middle School Campus  
as a Center of Community 

 
 

Whereas the Municipality of Anchorage’s 2020 plan describes the 
intersection adjacent to the West/Romig campus as a future West Anchorage 
Town Center; 
 

Whereas responsible use of limited resources suggest that school 
campuses can be used as centers for the community open during the day and 
into the early evening through out the year;  
 

Whereas the West Anchorage High and Romig Middle School campus is 
well situated to become a center of community and can provide a model for how 
limited resources combined with private/public partnerships can improve 
educational and community opportunities; 
 

Whereas both schools offer diverse and strong academic programs  that 
include Spanish and Russian immersion programs, Cook Inlet Tribal Council 
Native programs, a magnet School through the Arts program, the International 
Baccalaureate Diploma, and gifted and highly gifted programs; 

 
Whereas West Anchorage High School graduates approximately one third 

of Anchorage’s Presidential and National Merit Scholars; 
 

Whereas 28.5% of West Anchorage High School’s students are also 
economically disadvantaged; 27% are homeless or in transition; and 39.2% do 
not graduate; 
 

Whereas West Anchorage High School has the highest drop out rate in 
Anchorage and, on any given day, hosts one hundred homeless students, many 
of whom have little or no access to computers and technology and lack 
transportation to a public library;   

 
Whereas no significant facilities improvements have been made to either 

West High School or Romig Middle School since 1995;  
 

Whereas providing a campus that is open throughout the day and early 
evening to students and citizens can provide resources necessary for students to 
succeed and members of the community to continue life long learning;  
 



Whereas the West/Romig campus already functions as a center of 
community for Anchorage and the State of Alaska; 
 

Whereas the West/Romig campus is heavily used by the community with 
over 66 different community organizations renting campus facilities on a regular 
basis;  
 

Whereas because of its facilities, the West/Romig campus hosts 
Statewide competitions including Alaska State Basketball and Volleyball 
Championships, All State Band and Orchestra, State of Alaska Russina 
Olympiada, and the Alaska State MathCounts Competition; 
 

Whereas the West Alumni Association and Anchorage community recently 
orchestrated a $1.4 million refurbishing of the Anchorage High School Auditorium 
demonstrating a continued strong community support for using the campus as a 
center of community for the State and City of Anchorage;  
 

Whereas national consultants Fanning/Howey Associates, Inc. have 
engaged the Municipality of Anchorage, Anchorage School District, Anchorage 
businesses, non profit agencies, and citizens in an effort to vision what could be 
on the campus;  
 

Whereas the vision for the campus includes a center that will not only 
meet Anchorage School District requirements and prepare students for the 21st 
Century workforce and advanced education; but will also offer flexible and 
accessible space for students and citizens to learn, meet, play, compete, 
entertain and share experiences all on a campus that binds neighbors together 
as a community; 
 

Whereas developing the campus as a center of community requires 
extensive public/private partnerships between the State of Alaska, the 
Municipality of Anchorage, the Anchorage School District, private businesses and 
public agencies and such partnerships will need to be coordinated in a master 
plan; 
 
 
NOW THEREFORE, the Turnagain Community Council: 
 

1) Supports the continued efforts of the Municipality of Anchorage, the 
Anchorage School District, and citizens to design a public campus 
that serves all members of the state and local community; and 

2) Encourages the Governor and Legislature of the State of Alaska to 
appropriate the funds necessary to complete the master planning of 
the West/Romig Campus as a center of community. 
 
 



 








