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Agency: Commerce, Community and Economic Development
Grants to Municipalities (AS 37.05.315)
Grant Recipient: Anchorage

Project Title:

Anchorage - Inlet View Elementary Computers and
Technology Upgrades

State Funding Requested: $ 43,000 House District: 26 - M
One-Time Need

Brief Project Description:

[Funds would purchase twenty new computers for classrooms and the school library.

Funding Plan:

Total Cost of Project: $43,000
Funding Secured Other Pending Requests Anticipated Future Need
Amount FY Amount FY Amount FY

Other $8,000 2009 $1,170 2009

Total $8,000 $1,170

Explanation of Other Funds:
The Inlet View PTA has raised, through various donations and fundraisers, $8000 to go towards the desired computers. / The Inlet View
PTA has requested a $1,170 grant from the Anchorage Rotary.

Detailed Project Description and Justification:

This request is an education priority. Funds would purchase a total of 20 new computers, as well as 7 laptops for classroom
use. Also purchased would be the basic software for the machines. This grant would allow at least 2 new computers per
classroom, and for more computers in the library. The computers being used now at Inlet View are mostly out-dated
machines that cannot run current software applications. Elementary students need to have basic computer skills by the time
they head to middle and high school in order to succeed. Having knowledge of basic operating systems, the internet, and
internet safety is essential. This project has been identified as a priority by the school administration and staff as well as the
Inlet View PTA.

Project Timeline:
|Computers will be purchased for the start of the 08/09 school year.

Entity Responsible for the Ongoing Operation and Maintenance of this Project:
[ Anchorage School District
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Contact Name: Principal Kathy Iversen
Phone Number: 742-7630

Address: 1219 N. St., Anchorage 99501
Email: iversen_kathy@asdk12.org

Has this project been through a public review process at the local level and is it a community priority? Yes|:| No
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INLET VIEW ELEMENTARY SCHOOL ‘ 1219 N STREET
Anchorage, Alaska 99501
(907) 742-7630

Fax (907) 742-7650
Kathy Iversen, Principal

February 27, 2008
Dear Senator French,

My name is Kathy Iversen, Principal of Inlet View Elementary School in the Anchorage School
District. For the past six years, Inlet View has tried unsuccessfully to receive funding upgrades
for our 50 year-old school through the municipal bond proposals. Our staff and parent
community have come to the conclusion that the only way to get the necessary changes needed
to upgrade and improve Inlet View School for the 21 Century is through grant writing, fund-
raising, and seeking grants through the Alaska State Legislature and private donations.

While we have been fortunate to receive smaller grants to help with our enormous student and
staff technological needs, these funds allow us to purchase a few pieces of new equipment and/or
replace out-dated, worn-out technology. With the availability of newer, fast-paced, hands-on
technology, Inlet View cannot keep up with the needed technological improvements expected in
today’s global student learning environments. As educators of future leaders and workers, who
are required to be good problem-solvers, we need to provide the dynamic, interactive technology
learning for students in the global world of today.

Recently, Inlet View was asked to submit a list of legislative priority requests to Superintendent
Comeau, which she was forwarding on to the State Legislature. Some of the requests were for
much needed technology improvements to support Inlet View’s academic program throughout
the school. | am encouraging you to support and fund these technology requests to the fullest
extent.

On behalf of the Inlet View staff and parents, thank you for considering our requests for
technology improvements. Please email or call me if additional information is needed.
Sincerely,

Kathy lversen
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December 17, 2007

- Sen. Hollis French
State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Senator French,

December 31st marks the 50t anniversary of the actual opening of Inlet View Elementary
School, and those of us on the PTA would like to thank you for coming to our 50
celebration on back-to-school night.

As you heard that night, we are marking our 50t year by raising funds for a technology
upgrade that is badly needed in our aging school. We are making progress by various
means, but could use more help.

Here's what we’ve accomplished so far:

« Qur computer lab has been moved from a cramped room near the library to a
more spacious, empty classroom.

« The new lab has 10 new Intel iMacs, purchased partly with gift money and
previous legislative funds.

e Severdl Inlet View teachers applied for, and received a $10,000 grant through
the Anchorage School District's Technology Teacher Leader Program (TTLS).
These funds were used to purchase the following tools that now belong o Inlet
View: a SMARTboard, a projector and document camera, a CPS Student hand-
held response system, and four new Intel iMacs for promoting use of various
websites that support our curriculum. The three teachers on the team also
received four different professional development tools that will stay with them as
long as they are in the Anchorage School District. The tools include a Macbook
laptop, digital camera, document camera and projector.

e The PTA has raised $8,000 through various means, including direct mail
solicitations of alumni, donations from curmrent Inlet View families, proceeds from
our spring Salmon Run carnival, proceeds from our fall Harvest Festival, Scholastic
Book Fair and wrapping paper sales. Several other fundraising events are in the
works for winter and spring as well.

e The school and PTA are applying for other grants from organizations including
ConocoPhilips, South Anchorage Rotary and the Rasmuson Foundation.



We are asking for a one-time funding infusion of $46,700 to help upgrade our school's
computers.

The following is the list of what we would use the money for:
Student Computers:

20 Intel iMacs @ $967 = $25,142

20 Software lLicenses and Maintenance @ *$400 = $10,400
Teacher Computers:

7 MacBook Laptops @ $1199 = $8393

7 Licenses for MacBooks @ $400 = $2800

The student computers are needed to replace old iMacs that were leased by ASD in
1999—eight years agol They are increasingly problematic: They run slowly, can't run most
new software and some parts are physically breaking down. Cumrently, each classroom
has a computer “pod” of between three to six computers. The legisiative appropriation
would put two new computers in each of our 10 classrooms, far fewer than what would
be needed to replace them dll, but a step in the right direction. Six new computers
would also replace old computers in the Library. The Librarian is an integral part of
technology and media education in our school, helping students with projects and
reseqrch.

The seven teacher laptops are needed to replace the é-year-old iBooks that the
teachers who are not on the TIL5 team are using. The old computers are becoming
problematic and, although many are still operational, they are reaching the end of their
ability for upgrades and compatibility with new software. Our teachers need these
valuable tools for creating grade books and report cards, communicating through email
and websites and learning new tools that contribute 1o teacher productivity.

Clearly, Inlet View is in desperate need of this computer upgrade. This legislative funding
request doesn't even cover facility upgrades to the school's antiquated electrical
system, nor does it address all of our computer needs. If, for some reason, the funds
cannot be obtained to fulfill our capital request, we would like you 1o know that the
student computers and licenses are the top priority of Inlet View's teachers, staff and
PTA.

We appreciate your consideration and hope that you can see that we are motivated to
find multiple sources of funding to get this project completed.

Sincerely,

Wendy Gellert, PTA President



