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Agency:  Department of Transportation/Public Facilities

Project Title: 

Aleknagik - Wood River Bridge

State Funding Requested: $ 20,000,000 House District: 37 - S
One-Time Need

Brief Project Description:
Construct a 350 foot,two lane bridge and 0.6 miles of road connecting to existing roads.

Funding Plan: 
Total Cost of Project:  $22,000,000

Funding Secured Other Pending Requests Anticipated Future Need

Amount FY Amount FY Amount FY

Federal Funds $3,000,000 2005 $14,000,000 2008 $20,000,000 2009

State Funds $193,537 2006-2008

Local Funds $1,971 1999

Total $3,195,508 $14,000,000 $20,000,000

Detailed Project Description and Justification:
The Aleknagik Wood River Bridge will provide access across Lake Aleknagik to the North Shore.  The project will construct
a 350 foot, two lane bridge near the head of the Wood River and approaches to the bridge from existing roads.  This project
does not include separated pathways or illumination.

A bridge is needed to provide safe passage between the North and South Shores of the community.  Many deaths have
occurred due to unsafe traveling conditions during fall freeze-up and spring break-up.  The community would like to prevent
accidents and deaths from happening due to unsafe ice conditions.  

The bridge is needed to transport children safely to and from school.  There are school children on the South Shore that
need to cross the lake to attend the Aleknagik School, K-8 on the North Shore.  And, there are North Shore High School
students that cross the lake to catch a bus to Dillingham to attend high school.  These are daily trips five times a week in all
kinds of weather and ice conditions.

The bridge is needed to consolidate services.  Currently, the community duplicates services for each side of the lake.  If
there were a bridge, the City could close one if its landfills and health clinics.  There would be savings in road maintenance
equipment, emergency response equipment, and fire equipment.   Consolidation of services saves money for the
community and funding agencies.

The bridge will encourage economic development as people in Aleknagik and Dillingham see opportunities open up due to
better access, and increased potential markets provided by the bridge access.

A bridge would provide more of a sense of cohesiveness to the community.  Many of the services, like the City office, Post
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Office and airport are on the North Shore.  If there were a bridge these services would be more readily available to the
whole community, improving the sense of community and togetherness. 

The Aleknagik Wood River Bridge is currently in its design phase, expecting right-of-way work next summer.  It is on the
06-09 STIP for construction funds this year, and if funded, it could be built in 2010.  Right-of-way is funded should be
completed in 2008.  The project will remain on track for construction, if funds are secured this Congressional and Legislative
capital budgeting session.  The community would like to see the project funded, so it can proceed as planned.

Project Timeline:
Construction in 2010 with successful funding

Entity Responsible for the Ongoing Operation and Maintenance of this Project:
Still being discussed

Grant Recipient Contact Information:
Contact Name:  Allen Kemplen
Phone Number:  269-0509
Address:  PO Box 196900, Anchorage, 99519
Email:  allen.kemplen@alaska.gov

Has this project been through a public review process at the local level and is it a community priority? X Yes No
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