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Agency:  Commerce, Community and Economic Development
Grants to Municipalities (AS 37.05.315)
Grant Recipient:  Sitka

Project Title: 

Sitka - Sitka High School Auditorium Completion and
Theatre Equipment Purchase

Legislator Name: Senator Stedman House District: 2 - A

State Funding Requested: $ 800,000
One-Time Need

Brief Project Description:
Completion funding for community performing center and high school auditorium; including lighting and
safety rigging. 

Funding Plan: 
Total Cost of Project:  $1,800,000

Funding Secured Other Pending Requests Anticipated Future Need

Amount FY Amount FY Amount FY

Rasmuson Foundation $880,000

Local Funds $139,000

Total $1,019,000

Detailed Project Description and Justification:
Item is $800,000 to complete community performing arts center and high school auditorium in Sitka.  The center will provide
space for school and community activities, and allow Sitka to attract performing artists.  The Sitka Fine Arts Camp was
recently recognized at the White House for outstanding programs in the arts. This facility will allow for expanded
opportunities for youth in Sitka.  Funding will complete the final phase of this ongoing community project, and will consist of
purchasing necessary safety equipment as well as electrical work and lighting.

Project Timeline:
Expected completion of performance center in July, with remaining expenditures within the next year. 

Entity Responsible for the Ongoing Operation and Maintenance of this Project:
City of Sitka or Designee
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Grant Recipient Contact Information:
Contact Name: Jim Dinley
Phone Number: (907) 747-1808 
Address: 100 Lincoln Street Sitka, AK 99835 
Email: jimdinley@cityofsitka.com 

Has this project been through a public review process at the local level and is it a community priority? X Yes No
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FRIENDS OF THE PERFORMING ARTS, INC 

P.O. Box 6009, Sitka, Alaska 99835 907-747-3024 

March 19,2008 

Governor Sarah Palin 

POBox 110001 

Juneau,AK 99811-0001 

Dear Governor Palin, 

Please allow the Supplemental Legislative Funding Request of $800,000, to fund the 

Sitka High School Auditorium Project which is contained in SB256, to be implemented. Our 

entire community is anxiously awaiting the completion of this facility. This $800,000 in capital 

funding would allow us to purchase and install the remaining audio-visual equipment and 

theatrical equipment; as well as to supply the many other important needs in the costume rooms, 

dressing rooms, office and lobby. 

Sitkans voted overwhelmingly to support this project in both the spring 2003 Bond Issue 

and the fall 2004 fluid transfer request elections. Our local non-profit has raised over $139,000 in 

community cash contributions. We have also sought and received funding from the Rasmuson 

Foundation. Nonetheless, due to unprecedented inflation in construction costs our project needs 

this funding. 

Your support for this supplemental capital funding (SB256)would be forever appreciated. 

With this additional assistance from the Alaska Legislature, we would at last be able to complete 

our performance center and begin using it for events such as the Sitka Fine Arts Camp held 

annually in June and July. 

Sincerely yours. 

Kristy Kisfcinger-Totten, President 

Friends ofthe Performing Arts, Inc. 

cc: Senator Bert Stedman 
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