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Subject: City of Hughes Capital Improvement Project 
 
Dear State Legislatures, 

It has been my pleasure to work with the residents of Hughes over the last eight years on transportation 
and sanitation facility improvement projects. I have participated in many planning meetings and have 
witnessed the collective interest by the city and tribal officials in making Hughes a safer and more 
desirable place to live and raise a family.  

At present, the community is in urgent need of new housing. The new homes will create a stronger and 
more viable community by accommodating population growth and by incrementally moving families out 
of the Koyukuk River floodplain.  

Due to the housing shortage, many families share homes or reluctantly move out of town. Also, many of 
the current homes are within the 100-year floodplain. As summarized below, the absence of readily 
available housing sites and the presence of homes within the floodplain constitute a housing crisis to the 
citizens of Hughes.  

• About 13 occupied homes are located in the floodplain 
• Older homes suffer from: 

o Poor heating and insulation 
o Too small for large families 
o Sub-standard water and sewer facilities 

• Families doubling up due to lack of available housing 
• Families moving out of town due to lack of available housing 
• Families unable to return to Hughes due to lack of available housing 

The new Moose Loop Subdivision will accommodate about 13 homes and address the local housing 
needs for many years to come. It is recommended that power plant upgrades and power distribution 
lines be constructed along Moose Loop Road as soon as possible.  

Thank you for your interest in Hughes. Please contact me at 907-222-1085 if you have any questions 
regarding this letter.  

 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Edward L. Hakala, P.E.  
Principal Engineer 
 
Cc:  City of Hughes 
 








