
Johnson Lake State Recreation Site Campground
Rehabilitation

FY2007 Request:
Reference No:

$290,000
 41421

AP/AL: Allocation Project Type: Deferred Maintenance
Category: Natural Resources
Location: Kenai Areawide Contact: Nico Bus
House District: Kenai Areawide (HD 33-35) Contact Phone: (907)465-2406
Estimated Project Dates: 03/15/2006 - 06/30/2008
Appropriation: Agency Wide Deferred Maintenance

Brief Summary and Statement of Need:
Johnson Lake State Recreation Area's campground is located within a 332 acre recreation area near
mile 111 of the Sterling Highway and near Kasilof, on the Kenai Peninsula.   This campground is
heavily used by families and others engaged in sport fishing on the nearby Kasilof River or clam
digging at Clam Gulch, several miles away.   The oldest section of the campground was constructed
in the 1960's, with the most recent major rehabilitation done in the early 1980's.   It is a much loved
site in dire need of rehabilitation to make it safe, useable for park visitors using the large motor homes
and trailers of today, and accessible to persons with physical disabilities.
Funding: FY2007 FY2008 FY2009 FY2010 FY2011 FY2012 Total
Gen Fund $290,000 $290,000

Total: $290,000 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $290,000

 State Match Required   One-Time Project   Phased - new   Phased - underway   On-Going
0% = Minimum State Match % Required   Amendment   Mental Health Bill

Operating & Maintenance Costs: Amount Staff
Project Development: 0 0

Ongoing Operating: 0 0
One-Time Startup: 0

Totals: 0 0

Additional Information / Prior Funding History:
This is a new project request.

Project Description/Justification:
AS 41.21.020 directs the Department of Natural Resources to maintain state parks and recreation areas for the general
health, welfare, education and enjoyment of Alaskans and visitors to the state.  While the department is able to perform
minor repairs on facilities annually, the facilities within the Johnson Lake Campground have steadily deteriorated over the
years.  One of the campground loops and the large picnic shelter facility were originally constructed by BLM in the 1960’s,
while the “new campground loop” was constructed in 1981.   This campground receives heavy use from early May
through the summer as it is so popular.  Rehabilitation of this campground will require specific funding through the capital
process as the needs are greater than can be accommodated by local park maintenance workers.   Private contractors
can provide the necessary repairs, benefiting both the parks and the private sector.

Johnson Lake campground contains 52 campsites distributed in two loops adjacent to Johnson Lake, a walk-in tent
camping area, a shelter complex with five large picnic shelters and associated parking, a small day use area on the lake,
simple boat launch and trail system.  Four ancient latrines (25-30 years old) are difficult to maintain, smell bad and do not
provide accessibility to persons in wheel chairs.  Severe impacts from spruce bark beetles have resulted in over 60% of
the spruce trees dying.  While the dead trees have been removed to ensure visitor safety, the unsightly stumps remain.
Johnson Lake State Recreation Area receives approximately 23,000 visitors annually.
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$290,000
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A rehabilitated campground will reduce routine maintenance costs as it is less costly to maintain facilities that are
constructed with lower maintenance in mind.  (i.e., concrete toilets are easier to maintain than wood frame structures and
are less readily vandalized.).   Visitor satisfaction will increase, and user groups who have been unable to use Johnson
Lake (persons with physical disabilities who must use wheel chairs) will be able to use this popular recreation area.

Specifically, this project will replace four old toilets with ADA accessible toilets, recondition and resurface access roads
and parking areas, recondition the picnic sites and campsites with new table tops, and remove many of the stumps
remaining from the spruce bark beetle infestation and subsequent clearing.

Why is this Project Needed Now:
These facilities are so old that they require an inordinate amount of maintenance to maintain for park visitor safety.  The
department is not meeting the legal and ethical requirement to provide ADA access for persons with disabilities.   If the
campground is not rehabilitated, these concerns will not diminish, and it is possible that some sections of the campground
may need to be closed for safety.  Specific needs are:

Type of Repair Project Name Description

Buildings and
Structures

Toilet
Replacement

Replace four old toilets with ADA accessible sweet
smelling toilets (SSTs) - floors are fiberglass and
rotting.

Roads Access Road Recondition, surfacing, grading.

Campgrounds and
Picnic Areas

Campground and
Loop Road

Rehabilitation
Recondition, surfacing, grading.

Campgrounds and
Picnic Areas

Day-Use Area
Parking Grading and surfacing.

Campgrounds and
Picnic Areas Picnic Sites Recondition.

Site Furnishings Picnic Table and
Benches

Replace all table and bench tops with treated
lumber (60 tables)

Specific Spending Detail:
  Personal Services        $  27.0 State Park maintenance staff performing force account work and State Park

development staff performing design and contract administration.
  Travel  $   3.0       State Park staff travel for project sites that require travel.
  Services $ 242.0     Construction contracting using small procurement procedures
  Commodities  $  18.0      Materials for force account work.
  Capital Outlay $    0.0      None

$290.0

Project Support:
State Park visitors, local businesses dependent upon tourism, Alaska Travel Industry Alliance, Alaska Wilderness
Recreation Tourism Association, local Chambers of Commerce, recreational user groups, highway travelers.   78.8% of
the individuals surveyed during the Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan stated that they value quality
campgrounds.
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